Pictured outlined in red (left), is a proposed extension
to the infirmary dated ¢.1865-1874. This image shows
the first floor and the additional ward as part of the
extension is a good example of a ‘Nightingale’ ward.
There are 20 beds proposed, an ideal number, as
according to Nightingale less than 20 increased the
number of attendants needed to supervise and
number of corners to prevent ventilation. More than
32 beds is undesirable because this required a greater
ceiling height to allow proper airflow. In this plan there
is @ maximum of two beds per window allowing good
sunlight and air in. Also the WC and bath are at the
opposite end of the ward to the entrance and on the

outer wall, a strict stipulation in Notes on Hospitals.

Unfortunately, these plans were rejected and this extension never
built, but due to the demands on the hospital by the city’s
growing population, extra room was still needed. In 1865 the
roof was raised creating an extra floor to accommodate the
expanding hospital. Nightingale would likely have been much in
favour of the extension and largely opposed to the addition of an
extra storey. She also predicted these situations when she
condemned the choice of city locations for hospitals:
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What do you think about the layout of the current Worcestershire
Royal Hospital? Is Florence Nightingale's Notes on Hospitals still
relevant? Join the conversation on Facebook or Twitter.

www.facebook.com/TheMedicalMuseum

; ; 3 = ¥ SPACE USE

Twitter: @GMMedicalMuseum - g=TcC v R T R R e S R h
. : .| e o

www.medicalmuseum.org.uk - RS e =

GEORGE MARSHALL T : : : : :
am MEDICAL MUSEUM Bh With thanks to Emily J. Cheetham for researching and producing these display panels.
li!i I l i!il 250 Years of Medical History



